always busy. He has superintended the construction of
some of the largest buildings in Montgomery. Among
the buildings the erection of which he has superintended
are the Exchange Hotel, at a cost of $150,000; the First
Baptist Church, at a cost of $175,000; the First National
Bank Building, at a cost of $350,000; and the Bell Build-
ing, at a cost of $450,000. Perdue also assisted as fore-
man or assistant foreman in erecting many of the important
buildings at Tuskegee Institute, such as the Principal's
house, the chapel, the library, Rockefeller Hall, the
Academic Building, and the Millbank Agricultural Build-
ing.

"It is hardly necessary to say that Mr. Perdue has ac-
cumulated property or that he owns a good home in Mont-
gomery, for in these progressive days every black man in
the South with any foresight is investing some part of his
earnings in property. The most interesting and some-
what remarkable thing about the career of Perdue and
the greatest measure of his success is that twenty-three
years after he had left Tuskegee a literary failure he was
asked to come back and become a member of the faculty
as an instructor in carpentry. Thus it was that the man
who failed succeeded and returned to the scene of his
failure a success. Perdue was constantly encouraged by
Mr. Washington. He came under the type of those who
were not brilliant, but who were* always in his opinion
worthy of help and encouragement." . ,

Washington A. Tate''wa$iseVeh duller in books than
Perdue. During his early years at Tujk&&4ktife seemed
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